
   

 
OPEN MEETING 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE THIRD LAGUNA HILLS MUTUAL LANDSCAPE 

COMMITTEE 

Thursday, May 3, 2018 – 9:00 a.m. 
Laguna Woods Village Community Center Board Room 

24351 El Toro Road 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Acknowledgment of Media 
3. Approval of the Agenda 
4. Approval of Meeting Report for April 5, 2018 
5. Chair’s Remarks 
6. Member Comments (Items Not on the Agenda) 
7. Response to Member Comments 
8. Department Head Update  

 
Consent:  

None 

Reports:  
None 
 
Items for Discussion and Consideration: 
9. Bluebird Boxes in Third Mutual Trees 
10. Appeal – Denial of Tree Removal Request (Claude) 3420-3E Calle Azul 
11. Tree Removal Requests 

a) 2253-C Via Puerta (Kadonada) – Canary Island Pine 
b) 5450 Calle Pico (Kawamoto) – Camphor Tree 

 
**Committee Tour – Visitation of various sites corresponding to landscape requests received from Mutual 
members and/or other Committee interests and/or projects.   
To be conducted after all other business is concluded. 
 

Items for Future Agendas: 
12. Sustainability Partners/UgMO Pilot Program Review (July) 
 
Concluding Business: 
13.  Committee Member Comments 
14.  Date of Next Meeting – June 7, 2018 
15.  Adjournment 

 
James Tung, Chair 

Bruce Hartley, Staff Officer 
Telephone: 949-597-4650 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: May 3, 2018 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Bluebird Boxes in Third Mutual Trees 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Provide staff direction. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Staff was directed to agendize for discussion, the Bluebird Boxes in trees within Third Mutual. 
 
DISCUSSION 
None 
 
FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
None 
 
Prepared By:  Bruce Hartley, General Services Director 
     
Reviewed By:  N/A 
 
     
     
ATTACHMENT(S)  
ATT-1: E-mail Correspondence from Beverly Gandall (3032-A) 
ATT-2: E-mail Correspondence and Photographs from Patricia Denkamp (3218-B) 
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From: Beverly Gandall 

To: Aninzo, Kayla 

Cc: "William Tilley";  "judy rizzo" ;  "Dick Rader";  "earlfg28" ;  pat.den1@comline.com;  Chuck;  "Janet L. S. Powers" 

Subject: For Third Maintenance and Landscape Committee Members 

Date: Friday, April 27, 2018 10:05:00 AM 

 
 

April 27, 2018 
 

 
Dear Third Mutual Maintenance and Landscape Committee Members: 

I have lived in Third since 1999 and have been a Bluebird Monitor for the past 10 years  under the 

auspices of the Southern California Bluebird Club* and the California Bluebird Recovery Program* 

to which body I submit statistics each year.  I am completely opposed to the concept of giving the 

relatively new Western Bluebird Club of LWV/Mr. Danny Henson exclusive rights over all the 

Bluebird Nesting Boxes in LWV. This is completely unnecessary and destructive to the long-standing 

and tremendously successful conservation program which already exists.  Last week, the United 

Maintenance and Landscape Committee voted against giving exclusive rights to anyone,  rather to 

leave things as they are and have been re individuals monitoring bluebird boxes, and it is my sincere 

hope the Third committee will do the same. 

 
Using faulty reasoning ie that boxes need to be a certain distance apart, Mr. Henson has already 

destroyed hundreds of perfectly good boxes lovingly and laboriously constructed over years by Mr. 

Earl Garrison. In most cases he has done this without consultation of  the longtime monitors.  Those 

whose boxes have been taken are devastated. The bluebirds that used them have been 

dispossessed. Last year, I had over 50 bluebird babies fledge from 17 boxes. I have recently taken 

down each of these boxes, carried them home, scrubbed them out, carried them back and carefully 

put each up in the 4 different cul-de-sacs I monitor.  Many of these boxes now have new nests and 

Moms sitting on this season’s eggs.  I would be very upset to lose these boxes which have bluebirds 

roosting in them the year round and produce nests of eggs each spring. 

There is an abundant food supply for bluebirds in Laguna Woods Village. This is what determines 

bluebird nesting rather than setting a given distance between nests.  My fellow monitors and I prove 

this every year: our boxes are inhabited and hundreds of baby birds fledge each year, year after year 

after year. This has been a wonderfully successful conservation project!  It needs to be fostered, not 

eliminated. Please do not give Mr. Henson license to destroy any more boxes and destroy the 

already existing, long-standing program. We need to leave well enough alone. 

Here are two useful websites that describe what the bluebird monitors in Laguna Woods Village are 

about:  * The Southern California Bluebird Club www.socalbluebirds.org 

And the *California Bluebird Recovery Program 

Web Site:  http://www.cbrp.org 

We contribute our statistics to CBRP 
 
 
 

Respectfully, 

Beverly Gandall 

3032A

mailto:bluebird@fea.net
mailto:Kayla.Aninzo@vmsinc.org
mailto:mohbk43@gmail.com
mailto:mizjss@msn.com
mailto:RRFrog@aol.com
mailto:earlfg28@gmail.com
mailto:pat.den1@comline.com
mailto:magnusonchuck78@gmail.com
mailto:jpowers@fiorelaw.com
http://www.socalbluebirds.org/
http://www.cbrp.org/
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From: pat.den1@comline.com 
To: Aninzo, Kayla 
Cc: Beverly Gandall 
Subject: Blue Birds 
Date: Friday, April 27, 2018 10:05:09 AM 

 
 
Dear Ms. Aninzo, 

 
 
My husband and I have been monitoring the Bluebirds for several years now. We 
started with Mr. Earl Garrison and helped him getting rid of bad birdhouses. Many 
birdhouses were cleaned and repaired. 
The Western Bluebirds are protected and we have been successful in getting them 
back into Orange County. We do report to the California Western Blue Bird Society 
every year how many eggs and fledglings we had. 
Many of us purchased the nesting boxes and take care of them. Mr Henson should 
not be in charge of just removing boxes because he thinks his way is the only way. 
We did notice the birds do not mind having several boxes close by. 
They take turns using different boxes. In our case we had birds coming back to the 
same birdhouse every year. In case you do notice a bad house in the area, we 
would not mind removing it and replacing it. 
I hope this is helpful. We will be out of town for the month of May.  Thanks 
Pat Denekamp 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Virus-free.  www.avast.com 

mailto:pat.den1@comline.com
mailto:Kayla.Aninzo@vmsinc.org
mailto:Kayla.Aninzo@vmsinc.org
mailto:bluebird@fea.net
mailto:bluebird@fea.net
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_source=link&amp;utm_campaign=sig-email&amp;utm_content=emailclient&amp;utm_term=link
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: May 3, 2018 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Appeal – Denial of Tree Removal Request (Claude) 3420-3E Calle Azul 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Deny the request for the removal of one Southern Magnolia tree and direct staff to trim the tree 
as needed during next trim cycle.  
 
BACKGROUND 
The Landscape Committee considered the tree removal request submitted by Ms. Claude at 
the meeting of April 5, 2018.  Following input from Ms. Claude, the Committee visited her 
manor to observe the tree and to evaluate the impacts that were the basis for the request.  The 
Committee voted unanimously to deny the request to remove the tree and to recommend that 
the Board of Directors approve a resolution to confirm that action.   
 
At the Third Mutual Board of Directors meeting of April 17, 2018, Ms. Claude requested that 
the Board accept her appeal and not approve the resolution denying the removal (See 
Attachment 1). The Board directed staff to present the request to the Landscape Committee for 
reconsideration.  
 
DISCUSSION 
Ms. Claude purchased the manor in September 1996. She is requesting the removal of a 
Southern Magnolia tree, Magnolia grandiflora, located to the rear of the manor.  The reasons 
cited by her for the removal are: the tree is overgrown, view obstruction, it impedes air flow to 
the master bedroom and has the potential of impacting the structure.  The resident at 1E has 
signed the petition in favor of removal (See Attachment 2). 
 
The tree was last pruned in April 2015 and is scheduled for pruning again in approximately 
April 2018.  It is approximately 25 feet in height with a trunk diameter of approximately five 
inches and is growing approximately five feet from the building (See Atachment 3). 
 
At time of inspection the tree was found to be in good condition, with no visible pests or 
disease, no missing areas of bark and no noticeable damage to the building.  When planted, 
the tree was installed too close to the building to allow full width development.  As a result, the 
tree branches contact the building and rub against it when the wind blows.  Although an 
annoyance to the occupant, selective trimming could alleviate this condition and address one 
of the member’s justifications for removal.  Additionally, while Southern Magnolia trees typically 
do not require much thinning during normal maintenance pruning, this particular tree could be 
thinned more than normal to mitigate the loss of light and view of the outdoors experienced by 
the non-mobile resident.  
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Appeal – Denial of Tree Removal Request (Claude) 3420-3E Calle Azul 
May 3, 2018 

 
 

 
FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
The cost to remove the tree is estimated to be $800. The cost to trim is estimated at $200, with 
an estimated value of $1,700, based on the ArborPro tree inventory. Ms. Claude has offered to 
pay for the expenses as a chargeable service. 
 
Prepared By:  Bruce Hartley, General Services Director 
  
 
Reviewed By:  Siobhan Foster, Chief Operating Officer 
 
     
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
ATT-1:  Letter requesting Appeal of Landscape Committee Decision  
ATT-2:  Mutual Landscape Request Form 
ATT-3:  Photograph of Tree 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Appeal – Denial of Tree Removal Request (Claude) 3420-3E Calle Azul 
May 3, 2018 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Appeal – Denial of Tree Removal Request (Claude) 3420-3E Calle Azul 
May 3, 2018 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Appeal – Denial of Tree Removal Request (Claude) 3420-3E Calle Azul 
May 3, 2018 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: May 3, 2018 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request – 2253-C Via Puerta (Kadonada) – Canary Island 

Pine  
  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Deny the request for the removal of one Canary Island Pine at Manor 2253-C.   
 
BACKGROUND 
Ms. Kadonada purchased the manor in September 2017. She is requesting the removal of a 
Canary Island Pine, Pinus canariensis, located across the walkway from the manor (See 
Attachment 1). The reasons cited by her for the removal are: excessive litter/debris; stating she 
tripped and fell due to a pine cone and is concerned someone will possibly be injured or die in 
the future.  Four surrounding residents support the removal of the tree (See Attachment 2). 
 
DISCUSSION 
The tree was last trimmed in June 2017. It is scheduled for inspection/pruning in April 2020. It 
is approximately 47 feet in height with a trunk diameter of 21 inches. It is growing in a planter 
area approximately five to six feet from the sidewalk and approximately seven to eight feet 
from the adjacent manor. At the time of inspection, the tree was found to be in good condition 
with no visible pests, disease, or missing areas of bark. There are several other Canary Island 
Pines growing in the immediate vicinity to this tree and surrounding manors. It is unlikely that 
the removal of one pine will mitigate the debris drop experienced by residents. Staff 
recommends a discussion during the Committee Tour regarding the possibility of thinning out 
the grove of pine trees through selective removal to provide a more effective solution.  
 
FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
The cost to remove the tree is estimated at $800. The cost to trim the tree is estimated to be 
$550. The estimated value is $5,153 based on the ArborPro tree inventory. 
 
Prepared By:  Bob Merget, Landscape Supervisor 
     
Reviewed By:  Larry Hernandez, Landscape Manager 
 
    Bruce Hartley, General Services Director 
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
ATT-1:  Photographs of Tree 
ATT-2:  Mutual Landscape Request Form and Member Photographs 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 2253-C Via Puerta (Kadonada) – Canary Island Pine  
May 3, 2018 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
 
DATE: May 3, 2018 
FOR:  Landscape Committee 
SUBJECT: Tree Removal Request – 5450 Calle Pico (Kawamoto) – Camphor Tree 
  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Deny the request for the removal of a Camphor tree at Manor 5450.   
 
BACKGROUND 
Mr. Kawamoto purchased the manor in April 2014. He is requesting the removal of a Camphor 
tree, Cinnamomum camphora, located in front of the manor.  The reasons cited by him for the 
removal are: structural damage, litter/debris, personal preference and to prevent rodent 
attraction.  No other members signed the Mutual Landscape Request Form (See Attachment 
2). 
 
DISCUSSION 
The tree was last trimmed in July 2015 and is scheduled for inspection/pruning in 
approximately July 2018. It is approximately 25 feet in height with a trunk diameter of 
approximately 12 inches. It is growing in the turf area approximately three to six feet from the 
sidewalk and approximately 10 to 12 feet from the driveway (See Attachment 1).  
 
At the time of inspection, the tree was found to be in fair condition with no visible pests, 
disease, or missing areas of bark.  There are several cracks in the driveway. However, it is the 
opinion of staff that the roots of the tree are not the cause of the cracks given the distance the 
tree is away from the driveway. The leaf and fruit litter from Camphor trees is seasonal, and 
was not excessive. 
 
FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
The cost to remove the tree is estimated at $650. The cost to trim the tree is estimated to be 
$250. The estimated value is $2,295 based on the ArborPro tree inventory. 
 
Prepared By:  Bob Merget, Landscape Supervisor 
     
Reviewed By:  Larry Hernandez, Landscape Manager 
 
    Bruce Hartley, General Services Director   
 
ATTACHMENT(S) 
ATT-1:  Photographs 
ATT-2:  Mutual Landscape Request Form with Attachments 
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Third Laguna Hills Mutual 
Tree Removal Request – 5450 Calle Pico (Kawamoto) – Camphor Tree  
May 3, 2018 
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